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English as a Medium of Instruction (EMI) 

Module 3: Task 1 – 5 Video Lectures 

Video 3.5: Strategies in Action: Scanning for Specific Information 

 

Dr. Bikowski: Welcome to our video on Strategies in Action: Scanning for Specific Information. I’m Dawn 

Bikowski at Ohio University. In this video we will be looking at some examples of how you can support 

your students as they gain mastery over your content while also helping them with the reading skill of 

scanning for information. To help me with our video today, we have Dr. Moon Cho. She is a Visiting 

Professor in the Linguistics Department at Ohio University and has years of experience with studying 

about EMI and teaching EMI courses, such as in Math and Statistics. Pay attention to the strategies that 

Dr. Cho uses for helping students with scanning. Welcome, Dr. Cho. Dr. Cho is going to demonstrate 

scanning activities with us today. 

When students scan for information, that means they are looking for specific information. Think about 

all the times you scan for information, no matter in what language. You scan for information when you 

read a menu and look for the desserts, you scan for information when you read a journal article and are 

trying to find the results of a specific research question. You even scan for information when you review 

a list of TV shows or movies, trying to find the one you are looking for. For our students, they need to be 

able to scan for information so that they can find information fast. Scanning does not mean reading 

carefully for main ideas. It means looking for specific information. One of the reasons it is important is 

because it helps good readers read quickly and for a purpose. Can you imagine if you wanted to have 

dessert at your favorite restaurant and you had to read every word carefully of the appetizers, salads, 

main dinners, and drinks, before you got to the desserts? That would be very frustrating. It’s better to 

scan and find what you need fast.  

Students need help with this, though. You can help them by training them to look for information and 

not read every word. For example, students can look for key words based on the information they need. 

Imagine our dessert example. You might look over the menu quickly to find the word “chocolate.” When 

you’re scanning, you can also look for the shapes of words. Imagine the outline of the word “dessert” in 

your mind. There’s a tall “d” at the beginning and tall “t” at the end of the word—imagining that can 

help you find that word. Another strategy is to guess where you think the information will be found. 

Most restaurants put the desserts at the end of the menu, so if you want a dessert, you go to the back. 

In academic reading, if you’re looking for the results of a study, you go toward the end to find the 

Results section and then scan that area for specific information. 

We can practice together. I’m going to put up a text from a sociology textbook, about the Scientific 

Method. But first, I’m going to tell you the information I want you to look for. As soon as I put up the 

text on the screen, try to find the information I asked you for, as quickly as you can. That usually means 



 

 2 

you don’t read the beginning of the paragraph word-by-word. Instead, you quickly look for key words 

related to my question. Are you ready? Ok, here is the information I want you to look for: “What does 

reliability mean?” We’ll look at the longer text together and then zoom in to part of it. 
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Ok, did you get the answer quickly? We can see that reliability means if someone reproduces a study, 

how likely it is that the results will be the same. You probably noticed that the word reliability was 

bolded, which helped with scanning. 

Now Dr. Cho is going to demonstrate how to help your students be more comfortable with looking for 

information quickly and not reading every word. You can do this by asking your students to find answers 

to specific questions. That way, they know they need to focus on specific information and getting it fast. 

Be sure to tell your students that you are going to time them, and the fastest student wins. 

Dr. Cho: Ok, everyone, today we’re going to practice looking for specific information. The purpose of 

what we’ll do isn’t for you to read each word carefully and completely today. Instead, I want you to look 

for the answers to questions that I’m going to ask you. This is a different type of reading and is a useful 

way to find information when you need it fast. The winner will be the student who finds the answer 

first. We will be timing this. So you need to find the answer in 5 seconds if you can. The reading we’ll 

practice with is in our statistics textbook. Here is the first question I want us to consider: “What are the 

steps for learning from data?” [Dr. Chose writes this question on the board]. Now, turn to page 5 and 

Go, find the answer! The first student to find the answer in the book wins. You have to tell us exactly 

where the answer is located.  

Dr. Bikowski: So, here, Dr. Cho is training students on how to look quickly over information and find 

what they need. Students will benefit from this greatly, especially when they are studying readings that 

they looked at before but need specifics from, or when they are preparing for a class and need to get 

answers to questions. Or when students don’t need to read a whole article and only need some 

information, they can scan for it. 

Keep in mind that scanning for specific information is different from skimming. When you skim a text, 

you are looking for an overview of what the text is about, what the main ideas are. Usually, you are 

looking at pictures or tables, reading headings, and reading the first sentence of each paragraph. That 

skill is also useful for students. If they need to get the overall main idea of a text quickly, skimming is 

another useful skill for them. 

 

Ok, we have looked at specific ways that you can help students scan a text for specific information. And 

we talked briefly about how skimming and scanning are different. Now you can think to yourself if this 

might be useful for your students in your own courses.  

 

 

 


